Study on weevil pests of oilseed rape at Keszthely, Hungary.
One of the most important pests of rape in early spring are weevils (Ceutorhynchus spp.). The aim of our studies was to identify the occurring weevil species and to study their emergence, swarming, mating and damage. Our observations were performed on an experimental plot at Keszthely (Hungary, Zala County) in early spring of four consecutive years. Following species were collected and identified: Ceutorhynchus pallidactylus MARSHAM, Ceutorhynchus obstrictus MARSHAM, Ceutorhynchus napi GYLLENHAL, Ceutorhynchus pleurostigma MARSHAM. The obvious dominance of C. pallidactylus and C. obstrictus was detected. Their frequency of occurrence was 88-90% among the identified adults. We found that C. obstrictus was the last species to settle. Complete developmental period was 68 +/- 7 days in case of C. pallidactylus and 70 +/- 7 days in case of C. obstrictus. Average number of eggs laid by one female was 176 +/- 23 in case of C. obstrictus and 21 +/- 6 in case of C. pallidactylus.